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The Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) 
Board Meeting Minutes 

  
 Date: March 7, 2017 
 Time: 9:00am – 2:48pm  
 Location: OHRC 
  

 

Type of Meeting: Oregon Hatchery Research Center (OHRC) Board 
OHRC Board 
Members: 

Lindsay Ball, Dwight Collins (not present), Brad Halverson, Maureen Hess,  
Steve Jacobs (not present), Bruce McIntosh (not present), Cam Parry, Chuck 
Pavlik, Carl Schreck, Jack Smith,  Kyle Smith, Scott Starkey 

ODFW Staff: Kevin Goodson, Joseph O’Neil, Alex Powell, Scott Patterson, Kerrie Tarkinton, 
Jen Krajcik, Manny Farinas, Ryan Couture 

OSU Staff: David Noakes, Michael Banks, Delia Shelton, Michael Blouin, Desiree Tullos  
Public: Carl Finley, Samuel Swanson 

Introductions and Opening Remarks 
Cam Parry  
Welcomed everyone to the March meeting and thanked them for coming.  
 
Cam introduced the newest OHRC Board Member Maureen Hess, representing the Oregon Indian Tribes. 
Maureen works in Fish Management for the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) working 
with hatcheries above Bonneville Dam. 
 
Cam welcomed and introduced other guests to the meeting. Ryan Couture, South Hatchery Group 
Coordinator, ODFW; Manny Farinas, North Hatchery Group Coordinator, ODFW, Jen Krajcik, Sr. Hatchery 
Technician and Outreach Coordinator at the OHRC, ODFW; Alex Powell, Hatchery Technician at the OHRC, 
ODFW and Carl Finley a member of the public.  
 
Scott Starkey 
Welcomed his friends and colleagues from the Forestry Industry, Jeff Miller and Tom Fogarty. Scott noted 
that Jeff Miller was able to help Maryam Kamran gain access to private timber land so that she could collect 
water samples for eDNA testing last October. 
 
David Noakes  
Welcomed Delia Shelton to the meeting.  Delia is conducting research at the OHRC on a National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Postdoctoral Fellowship Grant. 
  
Approval of Board Meeting Minutes from December 6, 2016 
Cam Parry asked for a motion to approve the December 6, 2016 meeting minutes after amending one 
paragraph. The paragraph was amended.  
Scott Starkey motioned to approve, Lindsay Ball seconded the motion.  
Motion passed unanimously 8:0. 

OHRC Board Updates 
Lindsay Ball 
Discussed HB 2266 which is being reviewed in the current legislative session. Lindsay presented information 
about the bill to the legislative committee on behalf of the OHRC Board but felt that he could have been better 
prepared for the presentation. After some Board discussion Cam Parry asked that the OHRC Board work 
together to become more familiar with the legislative process so that they are fully prepared when addressing 
the legislative committee on any bills that the OHRC is invested in going forward. 
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Cam also mentioned that the revision to HB 2266 amends the language of the bill. The amended language 
would allow the OHRC to seek grants, donations or other funding sources and utilize any roll over hatchery 
constructions funds to make upgrades and modifications to facilitate research projects at the OHRC and for 
coastal hatchery modification based on research findings. 
  
Kevin Goodson 
Discussed a bill that came out last week that would require the Director of ODFW to consult with key 
constituent groups before appointing any new OHRC Board Members. Kevin has not completed his review of 
the language in the bill to see if the requirement is to achieve a consensus among these key constitute 
groups or just to consult with them prior to making a selection. Some of the key constituent groups are clear 
for some of the Board seats such as the Oregon Salmon Commission and the Oregon Gillnetters, while 
others may need to be more clearly defined. Some preliminary concerns from the OHRC Board Members 
about the bill are that it might hinder the ability to recruit and appoint a diverse Board representation and that 
some constituent groups may have a bias or a personal agenda which could sway the recruitment results. 
Kevin will forward the bill language to the Board for further review.   
 
Scott Patterson 
Discussed available funding for hatchery maintenance. Scott said that the ODFW budget allocates $100K for 
hatchery maintenance for the 17/19 biennium.  Scott also noted that the Governors current budget has a 
$10M bond with a 6 year spend out for major hatchery maintenance projects. There is also some alternative 
funding available for hatchery maintenance projects.   
 
Scott Starkey  
Discussed the Oregon Plan and how Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) is doing their part to help 
implement the mission of that plan. OFRI and the OHRC share some similar goals in protecting and 
enhancing habitat for Salmon and Steelhead in the state of Oregon. Scott discussed some of the key 
elements the Oregon Plan. One of the key elements is voluntary restoration activities by private landowners 
such as the restoration of Coho habitat in Crooked Creek by The Thyme Garden in 2002. Scott encouraged 
everyone to take a look at www.ofri.com Forest Facts web page for more information on what that 
organization is doing and how it supports the Oregon Plan.  
 
Chuck Pavlik noted that OFRI has funded all of the transportation costs for the elementary school students to 
visit the OHRC for field trips as part of the OHRC Educational Outreach program. 
 
Cam Parry asked Scott Starkey and Chuck Pavlik to invite the OFRI Executive Director, Paul Barnum to 
attend and speak at a future OHRC Board meeting.  
 
Cam Parry 
Discussed HB 2708 which gives the potential to provide language flexibility in Goal 18 through a new bill 
(State Representative Ken Helm) which would allow fish and wildlife habitat creation (living shorelines, buffer 
zones, green armor-bioengineering) to create new habitat, restore damaged habitat, and stabilize eroded 
habitat to protect public and private infrastructure along the Oregon Coast. 
 
Cam also discussed HB 2496 which is based on a USGS design restoration bill for the lower Rogue River 
near Gold Beach. Cam said that Gold Beach has a problem with sediment buildup causing the lower end of 
the Rogue River to be almost void of critical eelgrass habitat and has left exposed bedrock. If the bill passes 
the project will begin and will include a redesign of this portion of the river eliminating the sediment problem.  
 
The NOAA Leadership Team will be taking a tour of the South Coast area including the Sixes River and the 
OHRC facility. Any Board members who would like to attend and participate are welcome. Robby Fonner will 
participate in the tour providing a preview of the Salmon Calculator project. The tour is expected to take place 
sometime in April or May, more information to follow.  
 
There is a new BLM Mitigation Policy which will require more mitigation on BLM lands where listed species 
are known to be present. The new policy would also allow mitigation work to take place outside of the impact 
area if another area on BLM land in need of high priority mitigation is identified. 
 
 

http://www.ofri.com/
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Cam noted that we are in the process of scheduling a meeting with the Cow Creek Tribe to come up with a 
plan for redesigning their rearing facility. The meeting will likely be schedule sometime in April (date has been 
set for April 11).  
 
Kyle Smith 
Discussed a recent visit that he and Brad Halverson had with Patty Crandell, Center Director and Christian 
Smith, Regional Geneticist at the Abernathy Fish Technology Center (AFTC) in Longview, Washington. The 
AFTC exists to answer very specific questions about fish. AFTC has three programs; Conservation Genetic, 
Physiology and Nutrition and Quantitative Ecology and Technology. Kyle mentioned that they showed them a 
food extruder on their tour which they are using to experiment with new fish food.  Patty and Christian spoke 
fondly of their peers at the OHRC and the work that they are doing. One thing that they mentioned that all of 
the hatchery groups could do better is documenting and sharing information with one another.  
 
Kevin Goodson mentioned that the Northwest Fish Culture Conference is a good conduit for sharing 
information among these groups. 
 
Brad Halverson  
Discussed a meeting that he had recently with Dr. Bob Lackey who is Professor of Fisheries Science at OSU. 
They met to discuss the recently published article titled “Science Salmon Recovery” which is associated with 
the Pacific Northwest 2100 Project and the Salmon 2100 Project. In this article, Dr. Lackey suggests that the 
limitations to salmon recovery are not purely scientific but also depend on the political process, policy and our 
core societal values.   
 
Chuck Pavlik 
Discussed the Education Outreach Program which has five schools scheduled to participate at the OHRC this 
year. Chuck said that he has been approached by other schools interested in participating however five is 
currently the limit for the resources and facility availability available at the OHRC. 
 
Chuck hopes to grow the program to include areas with larger schools by next year and that may include a 
webinar as was discussed at a previous meeting. 
 
Cam Parry mentioned that working with Oregon State University (OSU) on a webinar may be a possibility 
given that OSU was tasked with implementing the Oregon Outdoor Education Program and what we are 
doing with OHRC Education Outreach would align with their program. 
 
Scott Starkey asked how we turn outcomes from the OHRC Education Outreach Program into research. Brad 
Halverson mentioned that this educational outreach work could increase support, relationships and potentially 
donors. Delia Shelton said that we are potentially creating citizen scientists by teaching children and parents 
about the work that we do at the OHRC. 
 
David Noakes 
Provided an update on the status of hiring the State Fisheries Geneticist. A candidate has not yet been hired 
but the recruitment process is moving forward.  
 
Kevin Goodson 
Provided a Research Plan Budget Quarterly Report handout for the Board to review. Kevin said as of the end 
of January we are on track with our research spending. Scott Starkey said that he would like to look at the 
financial report in more detail and Kevin said he would send that to Scott.  

OHRC Research Project Updates 

Michael Banks  
Provided an update on the Salmon Mate Choice research being conducted by Heather Auld, PhD, Behavioral 
Ecologist and a postdoctoral researcher. Heather has found some evidence referenced in a study that the 
presence, absence or condition of an adipose fin in salmon and steelhead may be one factor that drives mate 
selection.   
 
Michael and Heather are having weekly meetings to discuss their upcoming NSF funding request.  
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Michael also noted that the Siletz Steelhead Study that William Hemstrom presented at an earlier OHRC 
Board meeting is being published. 
 
Michael Blouin  
Presented a progress report on the studies that he is conducting with Neil Thompson and Michael Garvin on 
hatchery rearing fish.  
 
A goal of this research project is to try to identify if the size of the family at time of release correlates to the 
success rate of the fish.   
 
This year the study will incorporate wild x wild and hatchery x hatchery as well as new rearing tank conditions 
to see how the changes affect the performance in fish with different genome types.  
 
David Noakes 
Andrew Berdahl will be submitting a research proposal to carry out detailed studies of the migration behavior 
of adult and smolts, Chinook salmon and steelhead. 
 
David provided an update on the Elk River Hatchery study. The research team took water samples from the 
Elk River during the week of October 3rd. These samples were put through a series of technical steps to 
ensure they were pure and ready for testing. Gabriel Singer took the samples to a lab in Germany for testing.  
 
Now that the samples have been tested the team is moving on to phase 2, behavioral testing using selective 
scents and phase 3, electro-olfactogram (EOG). 
 
The Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (AFS) held their annual meeting last week in Bend. 
Dr. David Noakes won the Fisheries Worker of the Year award 
Kate Self won the Best Student Paper award 
 
The Board congratulated David on his achievement. 

OHRC Outreach Plan Update 

Kevin Goodson 
Provided a copy of the OHRC Outreach Message that the Board has been working with ODFW Information 
and Education (I&E) to create. There was some Board discussion about the message and some changes 
made to the wording contained in the message based on the discussion. The message will be updated and 
distributed to the Board Members for another review. 

Public Comment 

No public comment 

OHRC Annual Report Approval 

Kevin Goodson 
Provided a copy of the OHRC 2016 Annual Report and asked for approval by the Board.  
Scott Starkey would like one change. He would the OHRC’s three principle research areas to be included in 
the executive summary. The Board agreed, Kevin will add the information to the executive summary and 
distribute to the Board.  
 
Jack Smith motioned to approve the OHRC 2016 Annual Report, Kyle Smith seconded the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously 8:0. 

Presentation 

Rob Walton, NOAA 
Presented by telephone some of the information contained in the recently completed Final ESA Recovery 
Plan for Oregon Coast Coho Salmon. There was some Board discussion about elements of the plan. A copy 
of the plan was sent out to the Board following the meeting for a full review.  
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The full plan can also be accessed on the internet:  
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/salmon_steelhead/recovery_planning_and_imple
mentation/oregon_coast/oregon_coast_salmon_recovery_domain.html  

Research Proposal 

Dr. Desiree Tullos  
Presented a research proposal by telephone, her student Samuel Swanson attended in person to address 
any questions. The research proposed would study habitat selection and what factors may alter habitat 
selection. There was some Board discussion about the study and methods of research. Samuel will send the 
full proposal to the Board for review.  

Research Proposal Review Process 

Kevin Goodson  
Noted that this was the first time a formal proposal had been presented in front of the Board so this is a good 
time to revisit the review process. 
 
Kevin referenced a copy of the Research Review and Approval Procedures and the Board discussed the 
procedures. The Board agreed that the procedure which says that any proposal is first summited to David 
Noakes, Senior Scientist; Joseph O’Neil, Facilities Manager and appropriate ODFW and OSU personnel to 
ensure that the proposal fits with the mission of the OHRC and for a general review of the proposal. The 
proposal is then reviewed by the OSU Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). Finally the 
proposal is reviewed to ensure that appropriate funding is available to cover the cost of the research and that 
there is facility availability to conduct the research. 
 
Scott Starkey motioned to approve the Proposal Review Procedures, Brad Halverson seconded the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously 8:0.     

Closing Remarks 

Cam Parry 
Reminder that there is a meeting scheduled on March 30th with the Wild Rivers Coast Alliance, Gil Silvia, 
OSU and Robby Fonner, NOAA to look at the progress of the Salmon Calculator. The hope is to have a beta 
by the end of 2017 which could be built around the Coquille River project. 
 
Thank you to everyone for a great meeting.  

Adjourn 

Lindsay Ball motioned to adjourn the meeting, Scott Starkey seconded the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously 8:0.     
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:48pm.  

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/salmon_steelhead/recovery_planning_and_implementation/oregon_coast/oregon_coast_salmon_recovery_domain.html
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